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By the time you receive this newsletter, 
we’ll be into the second week of Advent. 
Hopefully, your Advent candles are being 
lit each week, and perhaps a Jesse Tree sits 
on the table as a teaching tool for children 
or a reminder to yourself. 

The Jesse Tree and other Advent family 
activities are found easily online through a 
search, but there will be things at church, 
too.

In keeping with the bishops’ focus on the 
Eucharist for the next three years, we will 
be showing a 29-minute video about four 
different Eucharistic miracles that occurred 
when people’s belief in the Real Presence 
was waning.

The movie, “This is My Body, This is 
My Blood: Miracles of the Eucharist” by 
Bob and Penny Lord, will be shown 
Wednesday, Dec. 14, 7pm, in the social 
hall. You will see the Host turned into flesh 
and Wine turned into Blood at Lanciano; 
the miracle of Bolsena/Orvieto which 
brought about the feast of Corpus Christi; 
the Face of Christ on the miraculous page 
of the Miracle of Eucharist in Cascia; and 
the incorrupt Hosts in their original state 
after 250 years in Siena.

There also will be four opportunities for 
prayer, Scripture readings, reflection, 
examination of conscience, adoration, and 
the sacrament of reconciliation: at Corpus 
Christi on Tuesday, Dec. 6, and 
Wednesday, Dec. 21, 6:30-7:30pm and at 
Holy Name of Mary on Thursday, Dec. 1, 
and Tuesday, Dec. 13, 6:30-7:30pm.

An Advent well celebrated will prepare 
us for a joyful Christmas!

Advent ideas From our pastoral council president
I did it again.  I fell into the trap of 

thinking I was in control.  I have this habit 
of thinking I can control things.  I forget 
that only God is in control.  I was very sick 
a year ago and I had to surrender myself to 
God.  It was quite freeing.  To let Him take 
over and do with me and my life according 
to His will.  But then I got better and slowly, 
insidiously, the belief that I was in control 

started to come 
back into my life.   I 
did not even realize 
it until just recently.  
I had beautifully 
orchestrated 
everything 
according to a plan.  
Then it fell apart.  

All I could do was turn it over to God.  
Surrender the issue into His loving hands.  
And then wait.  And pray.  And of course, 
ask a lot of friends and family to pray.  I 
went before the Lord and surrendered.  I 
abandoned myself to Him and to His will.  
And that is when it hit me.  I had tried to 
take control again.  I had forgotten who was 
in control.  

I find that I am not good at surrender.  
But isn’t that what God wants all of us to 
do?  Surrender our lives to His will and let 

Him take over.  Lay our problems, fears and 
concerns at the foot of the cross and then 
trust Him to take care of us.  Not take care 
of things ourselves, find that solution by 
ourselves, but to truly trust Him to take 
care of us.  Maybe that is why God puts 
issues into our lives--to give us the 
opportunity to surrender ourselves to Him 
and to let Him show us how much He truly 
loves us.  God is giving me that opportunity 
right now to be still and trust that He will 
care for me and everything He will place in 
my life.   All I need to do is surrender to His 
will.  Remember: when God sends troubles 
into your life, it may just be a lesson He 
wants you to learn, an opportunity for Him 
to show His love and concern for you or a 
chance for you to surrender yourself totally 
to Him who loves you completely.  

We should also be grateful for the 
blessings He has given us.  I know that I 
have many blessings, including a wonderful 
family and a wonderful parish family.  We 
have a true gift here at Corpus Christi.  I 
hope all of you realize that.  You are a 
blessing!  And we are blessed to have 
Father Ryan and Deacon Mark.  I wish 
each of you the blessings of the Advent 
and Christmas seasons.

--Missy Marchant
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Three weeks before October’s Autumn Festival, planners 
weren’t sure there would be a celebration. Many volunteers 
were still needed, including people to chair key events.

Then, everything changed. At a last-minute meeting for 
volunteers, 26 people showed up, full of ideas and energy and 
anxious to make the weekend a success.

“We saw people we’ve not seen in the past,” said Steve 
LaLuzerne, overall chairman of the event. “It was wonderful 
seeing all those new faces. And they all said they had a good 
time working together.”

On the weekend itself, the bake sale tables were filled to 
overflowing, even though calls hadn’t been made for donations. 
Extra tables had to be set up to accommodate all the tasty 
items--including all the Belgian pies made by members of 
Catholic Knights who worked in our own kitchen.

Not only did people have a good time, but funds were added 
to the parish coffers. Total profit was $15,247.41. The silent 
auction brought in $5,665, the chicken dinner $2,873.95, the 
bake sale $1,410.25 and the cash raffle $5,298.21. The raffle 
total includes winner donations back to the parish which totaled 
$1,700. The funds were designated for the ADA bathroom 
project, except for $100 from a raffle ticket winner designated 
to the altar environment.

The quilt which was raffled off by St. Ann’s that weekend 
was won by a couple from Texas who spend their summers here 

in Sturgeon Bay. They said they were thrilled to take the 
pictorial quilt back to Texas with them. In total, 396 quilt raffle 
tickets were sold with a 
total profit of $1,412.98. 
This money will be used 
to further St. Ann’s 
mission, which is to care 
for the needs of the altar 
as well as the kitchen, as 
well as a few select 
community projects.

Perhaps more 
important than the funds 
was the opportunity for 
our parish family to 
work and play together.

A big thank you to all 
who donated, worked or 
helped in any way, and 
to everyone who showed 
up to support this fun 
weekend!

(See photos on p. 5)

Right now we’re praying for students who will be confirmed 
in January. They’ve been studying, praying and readying their 
hearts to become true disciples of Jesus.

BUT--studying and praying can’t end with Confirmation, and 
that includes all of us adults whose Confirmation was a long 
time ago. With the emphasis on the New Evangelization, more 
opportunities are being provided from many different sources 
to grow in our knowledge of the faith, and in our love of God 
and the Church. Here are a couple:

Good Catholic offers a large selection of classes on many 
subjects, things like Spiritual Warfare, The Holy Mass, 
Understanding Confession, Finding Simplicity, Angels & the 
Supernatural, and many more. There is a nominal cost, and you 

can study at your own pace. Go to goodcatholic.com and click 
on “series.” Videos, podcasts and a blog are available for free.

Bible in a Year with Fr. Mike Schmitz is available on 
YouTube for free, as is a new series starting January 1, 
Catechism in a Year, also with Fr. Mike Schmitz. What better 
New Year’s resolution could you make than to learn more about 
our faith so that you can share it and defend it in a culture that 
is, more and more, antagonistic toward Christianity? Check out 
both at ascensionpress.com.

Also, watch the bulletin for local opportunities to immerse 
yourself  in your faith. And if there’s something special you’d 
like to focus on, let us know!

Autumn Festival a big success

The Water for Life project, a new endeavor begun by St. Ann’s Society, brought in $800 so far which was presented to 
the diocesan Council of Catholic Women at the October Vicariate VII meeting. The money will be sent to developing 
countries through cooperation with Catholic Relief Services. Anyone who donated even a small amount can be pleased at  
helping to provide fresh, clean water to people who haven’t had it. The project will be ongoing.

St. Ann’s also collected $230 from generous parishioners during Lick Family Violence weekend. That has also been 
sent to the DCCW for distribution to agencies who work with families affected by domestic violence.

St. Ann’s members have also decided to spend $480 a year to sponsor a needy child through an organization call 
Unbound, and gave $500 to St. John Bosco School during its recent fund drive.

Report from St. Ann’s Society

Suggestions for growing in your faith
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• Windows have been added to office doors 
in the parish center, and some uneven 
sidewalks have been smoothed out to make 
walking easier.

• The plans for the ADA bathroom near the 
social hall are still in process. In 2018 the 
construction costs were estimated to be 
$24,000, so the finance council has approved 

having an architect update those costs.

   • It is expected that new roofing will be 
needed on the east side of St. John Bosco 
School  in five to 10 years. Rain gutters 
also need to be replaced. 

   • The apron is cracking in the exit of the 
Duluth Ave. parking onto where it enters 

Juniper St. Since Juniper is 
scheduled to be repaved next year, 
the city can replace that apron for 
$1,600-$2,000. At the same time, 
the exit by the school off Juniper has 
an old catch basin which can be 
removed and the sidewalk replaced. 
The finance council approved those improvements.

• The parish building and grounds committee is working with 
an engineer to replace the heating system at 
the school. They are currently getting specs 
before putting the project out for bids.

• The diocese has required a safety, security 
and emergency response manual to be 

done by January. A template was provided which can be 
tailored to suit our parish. Council member Terry Vogel, who 
heads the safety committee, will be working on that.

   • The technology/communication 
committee of the parish council is 
currently working on the parish web 
site to make it more user-friendly 
and attractive. If there’s anything 
you think needs to be changed, 
contact Judy Laessig at 
jlae126@gmail.com

   • Those 
who worked on the Autumn Festival 
in October will gather again in 
March to discuss a date for the next 
event, and determine what it will 
involve. Anyone with ideas and 
interest can contact the office to be 
notified when the meeting will 
occur: 920-743-4716.

When you’re saying your prayers, don’t forget an Our Father 
and a Hail Mary for the intentions of your fellow parishioners, 
and for our pastor and deacon. You never know when that 
prayer support is just what’s needed.

Also, remember to keep in prayer the names placed in the 
Coming Home Basket. So many people are praying for friends 
and loved ones who have fallen away from the church.

   We  move on in our tour of our 
church stained-glass windows 
by moving to the right side, at 
the back, where we find the 
depiction of Jesus being 
baptized by John. 
   It’s a story we’ve heard many 
times in our Gospel readings, 
and maybe one we take for 
granted.
   What you may not know is 
that the feast of Jesus’ baptism 
falls on the first Sunday after 
January 6 (this year it will be 
Monday, Jan. 9, because 
Epiphany is on the 8th ) and is 
the very last day of the 
Christmas season. After this, in 
our liturgical year, we leave 

behind Jesus’ private life of preparation for his ministry, and 
begin to follow his public life. We begin the three-year journey 
to Calvary and the resurrection, condensed into the Ordinary, 
Lenten and Easter seasons.

   Christian baptism removes sins, and infuses the life of God 
into our souls, making us children of God. Jesus had no sins to 
be washed away, but rather, he himself sanctified the waters by 
his descent into them. Also, he led by example, and showed 
what it means to present ourselves humbly before God, ready to 
go on whatever mission he may choose to send us.

If our baptism makes us partakers of his divine life, it 
explains what may be a puzzling statement in Scripture about 
our being “baptized into his death.” Baptism allows us to 
participate  in Jesus’ life and all that involved, including his 
death and resurrection. We are people with divine connections!

Resolve to develop a new appreciation for your own baptism, 
perhaps even celebrate it each year as you do your birthday, 
because just as God the Father said “this is my son” to Jesus, he 
says the same to us.

Did you know...? 

What’s new?

Just a reminder...

mailto:jlae126@gmail.com
mailto:jlae126@gmail.com


4

“You’re so religious. You’re always celebrating feasts of one 
sort or another,” said a man in a Packer jersey who never missed 
a game and whose yard was festooned with Packer regalia. 

Another man posted on Facebook that “my 
food, nutrition, and health are as close as I 
come to practicing a religion.”

For those who think “worshiping false 
gods” is something strictly from Old 
Testament days, the people above prove 
otherwise. Society doesn’t see it that way, 
though. Rampant dedication to sports, health, 
politics or any other manmade activity is 
readily accepted and even applauded.

However, trot out a few feast days, attend 
Mass on days besides Sunday, be seen with a rosary as you’re 
taking a walk, and the label gets applied: “too religious.”

That doesn’t 
mean that 
backing the 
Packers or taking 
care of your 
health is a bad 
thing. But as 
Jesus said, 
“where your 
treasure is, there 
will your heart 
be.” No matter 
how many things 
we enjoy, or 
activities we 
pursue, top 
priority should 
always be God 

himself and the practice of our faith.
The Church has made it easy for us with a liturgical calendar 

full of seasons and feasts that allow us to learn about and 
celebrate our Catholic faith, while traveling with Jesus through 
his life, death and resurrection. Something as simple as doing 
some research on the life of a saint can teach us what it means to 
love God and live our lives for him.

That doesn’t mean putting on party hats for every saints’ day 
on the calendar, of course. We’d never get any work done! But 
you could grab the new church calendar, page through it, and 
pay attention to when Christmas ends, when Lent begins, what 
holy days are coming up, who are saints you’ve never heard of 
and would like to know more about, or what saints are your 
patrons, either because you share their name, or because they’re 
patrons of your occupation. (St. Michael is the patron of police 
officers, for instance) and what Mass readings have been chosen 
for each day of the week. (That information can be found in our 
bulletins.)

One family has reserved a small table in their home to display 
items that fit with the season: a purple cloth and crucifix during 
Lent (which begins February 22 this year), a statue of Mary for 
the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes on February 11, a rosary and 

some flowers during the month of May 
(dedicated to Mary) and October (dedicated 
to the rosary.
   Others look up their patron saint’s feast day 
and celebrate with a cake and, especially with 
children, a little gift. (And if you don’t have a 
saint’s name, either pick another favorite, or 
one which your name could be derived from.) 
Surround yourself in your home with 
reminders that a Catholic is more than 

someone who doesn’t eat meat during Lent or who goes to Mass 
on Sunday. Being Catholic is a way of life lived the way Jesus 
has taught us, putting love of Him first above all things. Even the 
Packers.

Connecting
with

the liturgy

Go ahead: Be ‘too religious’

Last month, the pastoral council added a new member: Cami 
Gunnlaugssen. 

She joins current members Missy Marchant, president, Russ 
Cross, Steve LaLuzerne, Terry Vogel, Monica Sawyn, and Judy 
Laessig..

Cami is a long-time member of the parish. She attended Mass 
here while growing up, and then joined the parish when she 
married her husband Robbie in 1986. You may recognize her as 
one of the extraordinary ministers of the Eucharist for the past 
four years, and in January she will be joining her husband as an 
usher.

“I am blessed and thankful to be a Eucharistic minister and to 
participate in Mass,” Cami said. “I would love to help in that 

area with volunteers or maybe 
training. Also, I feel just helping get 
members connected and involved in 
our parish is so important.”
   Cami and Robbie have two 
children--Kelsey and her husband 
Andrew, who just moved back to 
Sturgeon Bay three years ago (much 
to Cami’s delight), and Keegan and 
his wife Annie, who live in Elm 
Grove with their twin sons.
   “I’m lucky enough to get to drive 
down and babysit on Mondays and 
spend time with the boys--which 
makes me a very happy Grandma!” 

Cami said.
   Cami worked full time until a year ago. Although she no 

longer works outside her home, she stays busy with their small 
businesses: Door County Dahlias, Door County Mobile Bar and 
Door County Wrapped.

Welcome to the pastoral council, Cami!

New council member

Cami Gunnlaugssen
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(Clockwise from top left) A family 
looks over the silent auction 
offerings; parishioners buy last-
minute tickets for the raffles; a 
little girl eyes up some tasty 
l o o k i n g c u p c a k e s ; a n d 
parishioners wait for the chicken 
dinner to begin.

Pray for them

Once again, Corpus Christi 
remembers those of the parish 
who have died during the past 
year. The scroll hung at the 
r i g h t s i d e a l t a r d u r i n g 
November as a reminder to all 
of us to pray for those who 
have died, not just during the 
month of the Holy Souls, but 
all year long, so that their 
purification in purgatory may 
happen quickly, and they may 
join the saints in heaven. In 
turn, we ask them to pray for 
us who are still on the journey.

A beautiful sunrise over the bell tower greeted Mass-goers 
on Thanksgiving morning. Leslie Cross (left) and Mark 
Kraemer were among those who dropped food donations 
into the collection baskets to be shared at Feed My 
People. Fr. Ryan’s beautiful homily is posted on the web 
site, ccparish.net.
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